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SECRETARY'S  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 
FEBRUARY  17,  1897. 


I  have  the  honor  to  present  a  report  of  the  finances  of  the 
Board  for  the  year  now  ended  and  a  summary  of  its  transac- 
tions during  that  period,  together  with  some  general  statistics. 
The  financial  statement  is  as  follows  : 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  from  last  year  $124  87 

Entrance  fees   90  00 

Dues   240  00 


$454  87 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

vSalaries  $150  00 

Rent   60  00 

Voted  to  Ottawa  delegation 
re  conservation  of  Eraser 

River   50  00 

Printing  and  Advertising..  29  65 

Postage  and  Telegrams   21  70 

Furniture   4  00 

Sundries   ro  00 

Balance  in  hand   129  52 

#454  87 


The  actual  receipts  for  the  year  were  $330  and  the  dis- 
bursements $325.35,  showing  a  gain  of  $4.65,  and  by  that 
sum  have  the  assets  of  the  Board  been  increased.  The 
present  assets  in  cash  on  hand  and  invested  amount  to 
$1,529.52.  There  have  been  9  new  members  elected  during 
the  year,  and  the  membership  is  now  69,  an  increase  of  6. 
Several  of  those  whose  names  appear  on  the  books,  however, 
have  removed  from  the  city,  and  a  number  of  others  have  for 
years  taken  no  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Board.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  the  number  of  active  members  is  under  40. 
During  the  year  the  Board  suffered  a  serious  loss  in  the  death 
of  Mr.  John  Wilson,  then  Vice-President.  Mr.  Wilson  was 
elected  President  in  1894,  and  for  many  years  was  a  most 
active  and  valuable  member.    There  have  been  5  general 
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meetings  of  the  Board  during  the  year  and  18  Council  meet- 
ings. The  number  of  letters  written  in  the  Secretary's  office 
has  been  137,  the  largest  number  for  any  one  year  during  the 
existence  of  the  Board. 

Although  very  little  appears  conspicuously  on  the  surface 
as  a  result  of  the  year's  operations,  the  Board  has,  neverthe- 
less, given  its  attention  to  a  considerable  number  of  important 
matters,  and  its  labors  have  not  been  altogether  unfruitful. 
Fresh  representations  have  been  made  to  the  Federal  author- 
ities respecting  the  need  of  better  aids  to  the  navigation  of 
the  north  and  south  arms  of  Fraser  River,  Nicomekl  River, 
and  the  flats  of  Mud  Bay,  as  well  as  the  construction  of  the 
Mud  Bay  canal,  and  promises  have  been  received  that  these 
matters  would  be  carefully  considered.  Resolutions  have  been 
passed  disapproving  of  the  British  Pacific  Railway  scheme  as 
presented  to  the  local  Legislature,  and  urging  the  placing  of 
suitable  steam  patrol  boats  on  the  coast  for  the  protection  of 
our  fisheries  and  isolated  settlements  and  the  prevention  of 
smuggling.  The  importance  of  establishing  additional  fish 
hatcheries  in  this  province  has  been  reaffirmed,  and  the  Board 
has  been  assured  that  at  least  two  additional  hatcheries  will 
be  established  as  soon  as  suitable  sites  can  be  selected.  The 
Board  has  given  such  assistance  as  it  could  towards  securing 
the  construction  of  the  Fraser  River  bridge  at  this  city,  and 
sent  a  delegation  to  Victoria  in  that  behalf.  Although 
nothing  tangible  has  yet  appeared  in  connection  with  this 
scheme,  it  has  not  by  any  means  been  abandoned,  and  there 
is  reason  for  believing  that  it  will  yet  materialize  in  a  way 
that  will  commend  it  to  the  approval  of  the  people. 

The  Board  has  given  much  time  to  the  consideration  of 
the  establishment  of  a  beet-root  sugar  factory  and  linseed  oil 
works  in  this  district,  and  the  promotion  of  the  culture  of 
sugar  beet  and  flax.  Both  these  schemes  are  of  vast  concern 
to  this  city  and  district,  and  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  both 
could  be  successfully  carried  out  with  great  profit  to  the 
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owners  of  the  works  and  immense  benefit  to  the  growers  of 
the  raw  material.  It  has  been  ascertained  that  the  soil  and 
climate  of  this  district  are  admirably  adapted  to  the  culture 
of  sugar  beet  and  flax  for  seed  and  fibre.  Samples  of  both 
have  already  been  produced  which  are  pronounced  by  experts 
to  be  of  superior  quality  and  almost  equal  to  the  best  in  the 
world.  The  Board  had  hoped  for  some  tangible  result  from 
its  efforts  towards  the  establishment  of  linseed  oil  works,  but, 
through  no  lack  of  zeal  on  its  part,  the  negotiations  are  still 
incomplete.  The  Fraser  River,  in  the  vicinity  of  this  city, 
is  peculiarly  favored  as  a  site  for  either  of  these  works,  and 
with  continued  energy  and  patience  there  is  every  reason  to 
look  forward  to  their  establishment  in  the  near  future. 

For  over  a  year  negotiations  have  been  going  on  with  a 
view  to  securing  the  erection  of  a  smelter  and  refinery  on 
Fraser  River  in  the  vicinity  of  this  city,  and  during  the  past 
few  months  two  gentlemen  representing  smelting  companies 
have  visited  this  city  on  the  invitation  of  the  Board.  These 
negotiations  are  still  pending  and  there  is  some  ground  for 
hoping  that  at  least  one  smelting  and  refining  establishment 
may  be  erected  here  before  another  year.  The  Board  has 
deemed  it  prudent  to  conduct  these  negotiations  quietly  here- 
tofore, but  there  is  now  no  reason  why  the  fact  may  not  be 
made  known.  Those  who  have  looked  over  the  situation  and 
the  locations  proposed,  under  the  guidance  of  the  Smelter 
Committee  of  the  Board,  have  expressed  themselves  quite 
freely  on  the  advantages  of  the  Fraser,  in  the  vicinity  of  this 
city,  as  a  smelter  site.  There  is  no  other  site  on  the  coast 
having  equal  advantages  in  the  way  of  an  abundant  supply 
of  fresh  water,  easy  connection  with  two  great  railway  systems, 
excellent  water  communication,  and  the  proximity  of  plenti- 
ful supplies  of  ore,  coal,  coke,  charcoal,  and  fluxes.  The 
facilities  for  handling  and  treating  ores  economically  are  be- 
lieved to  be  unsurpassed.  The  erection  of  a  smelter  in  this 
vicinity  is  of  vast  importance  beyond  any  advantage  that 
might  result  from  the  mere  existence  of  a  large  industry  giv- 
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ing  employment  to  a  number  of  men.  It  would  greatly  stim- 
ulate the  development  of  local  mining  industry,  and  in  this 
way  indirectly  open  up  new  occupations  for  thousands  of 
people. 

The  Board  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  movement, 
so  general  on  the  coast,  for  the  construction  of  a  railway  from 
the  coast  to  southern  Kootenay  direct.  At  its  invitation  a 
convention  of  delegates  from  the  three  principal  coast  cities 
was  held  in  Vancouver  and  subsequently  in  Victoria  to  dis- 
cuss the  scheme.  One  result  of  these  negotiations  has  been 
the  amalgamation  of  the  two  rival  companies  which  proposed 
to  obtain  charters  for  this  road,  and  another  is  a  widespread 
realization  of  the  vast  importance  of  such  an  undertaking  to 
the  communities  at  or  near  the  Pacific  Coast.  The  opinion 
might  safely  be  ventured  that  if  the  construction  of  this  road 
is  not  begun  this  year,  it  will  be  before  the  end  of  1898,  either 
as  a  private  undertaking  or  as  a  public  work.  The  proposed 
road  would  not  only  bring  the  coast  communities  into  direct 
connection  with  the  rich  and  extensive  mining  districts  of 
Kootenay,  but  it  would  open*  up  for  development  a  vast  area 
in  southern  British  Columbia  lying  between  Hope  and  Ross- 
land,  which  is  known  to  be  rich  in  minerals  and  largely 
adapted  for  agriculture  and  grazing.  The  resources  of  this 
region  can  never  become  available  until  railway  connection 
has  been  made. 

During  the  year  the  Board  has  had  the  privilege  of  meet- 
ing in  this  city  three  prominent  members  of  the  new  Federal 
Government — the  Minister  of  Public  Works,  the  Minister  of 
Railways  and  Canals,  and  the  Minister  of  Marine  and  Fish- 
eries. These  meetings  were  very  important  because  they  af- 
forded an  excellent  opportunity  for  bringing  to  the  notice  of 
these  ministers  certain  matters  which  were  deemed  to  be  of 
great  public  interest.  Extracts  from  the  memos,  presented 
to  these  ministers  will  be  found  among  the  Appendices  to  this 
report.  The  Board  made  arrangements  by  which  the  Minis- 
ter of  Public  Works  was  able  to  make  a  personal  examination 


of  Fraser  River  from  Chilliwack  to  the  sandheads,  and  the 
other  ministers  had  an  opportunity  to  see  with  their  own  eyes 
some  of  the  grievances  which  this  Board  has  for  years  striven 
in  vain  to  have  removed.  It  may  be  said  truthfully  that  the 
visit  of  these  ministers  to  Fraser  River  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant events  within  the  history  of  the  Board.  It  has  already 
resulted  in  inducing  the  Government  to  order  a  complete  and 
scientific  survey  and  examination  of  the  whole  lower  Fraser 
with  a  view  to  undertaking  such  works  as  will  not  only  im- 
prove navigation  but  prevent  the  recurrence  of  disastrous 
floods  and  the  destruction  of  valuable  agricultural  lands. 
The  chief  engineer,  under  whose  direction  these  surveys  are 
to  be  made,  is  already  here  and  the  work  is  going  on  at  once. 
During  the  conferences  with  these  ministers  the  Board  fully 
presented  its  views  not  only  respecting  the  conservancy  of  the 
river,  but  on  the  importance  of  supplying  such  other  aids  to 
navigation  as  proper  lights,  buoys,  and  beacons.  It  also  dis- 
cussed with  the  Minister  of  Railways  and  Canals  the  Kootenay 
railway  and  the  Mud  Bay  canal,  and  expressed  its  views  on 
the  fishery  regulations  to  the  Minister  of  Marine  and 
Fisheries. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  business  depression  which 
has  for  some  years  embarrassed  all  commercial  and  industrial 
enterprises  in  this  country  has  not  yet  disappeared.  En- 
quiries made  among  the  principal  business  houses  in  this  city 
lead  to  the  conclusion,  however,  that  the  business  of  1896 
was  perceptibly  better  than  that  of  1895.  In  a  few  branches 
it  was  worse,  but  in  a  majority  of  cases  there  was  consider- 
able improvement.  Nearly  every  merchant  interviewed  ex- 
pressed the  belief  that  the  year  upon  which  we  have  entered 
gives  promise  of  decided  improvement,  and  the  prevailing 
feeling  in  both  mercantile  and  industrial  establishments  is 
very  much  more  hopeful  than  it  has  been  for  years. 

The  lumber  trade  is  quite  active  both  for  home  consump- 
tion and  export.    Foreign  prices  show  some  signs  of  advance, 


but  no  improvement  is  reported  in  local  quotations,  'the 
product  of  the  three  mills  within  the  city  limits  last  year  was 
26,236,693  feet  of  lumber,  2,500,000  shingles,  and  264,000 
salmon  boxes,  in  addition  to  a  large  quantity  of  sash,  doors, 
and  other  factory  work.  The  salmon  fisheries  on  Fraser 
River  last  vear  were  more  successful  than  had  been  expected. 
The  year  is  known  as  an  "off  year,"  but  the  catch  amounted 
to  375,445  cases,  compared  with  432,920  for  1895.  Prepara- 
tions on  a  very  extensive  scale  are  being  made  for  the  canning 
industry  this  year,  and  about  a  dozen  new  canneries  are 
under  construction  or  in  contemplation  on  Fraser  River.  The 
number  of  canneries  on  the  river  last  year  was  35,  an  increase 
of  5  over  the  previous  year,  and  the  number  of  fishing  licenses 
issued  in  the  province  was  3,503,  compared  with  2,568  in 
1895.  During  the  year  1896,  5  vessels  loaded  salmon  on 
Fraser  River  for  the  foreign  market,  taking  $1,770,377  worth 
of  fish.  The  number  of  vessels  that  loaded  in  the  river  in 
1895  was  4,  and  the  value  of  the  cargoes  $1,202,063.  It  is 
not  many  years  since  all  the  Fraser  River  pack  was  trans- 
ferred in  small  steamers  to  Victoria  for  shipment,  entailing 
considerable  additional  cost  on  the  shippers.  The  Federal 
Government  has  at  last  yielded  to  repeated  solicitations  and 
planted  a  colony  of  oysters  and  lobsters  in  Burrard  Inlet  and 
the  waters  adjacent  to  Vancouver  Island.  The  oysters  ap- 
pear to  be  succeeding,  but  it  is  too  early  to  report  on  the 
lobsters.  If  these  colonies  prove  successful,  which  is  confi- 
dently expected,  two  new  and  important  industries  will  be 
added  to  the  province. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  condition  of  agriculture  in 
this  district  does  not  show  very  material  improvement.  Crops 
generally  were  a  fair  average  last  year,  but  root  crops  were 
short.  Prices  were  generally  better  and  late  in  the  season 
showed  a  marked  advance  in  several  lines,  in  some  cases 
being  about  double  those  of  the  previous  year.  Considerable 
tracts  of  farming  lands,  however,  were  seriously  injured  by 
the  high  water,  and  through  this  cause  hundreds  of  acres  of 
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crops  were  destroyed.  Within  the  past  two  years  a  large 
quantity  of  first-class  land  has  been  reclaimed  by  dyking  at 
Pitt  River,  Matsqui,  Kent,  Delta,  and  elsewhere.  Dyking 
operations  are  still  going  on  and  when  the  present  undertak- 
ings have  been  completed  about  75,000  acres  will  have  been 
thus  reclaimed.  When  this  land  has  been  brought  into  cul- 
tivation the  aggregate  product  of  the  district  will  be  vastly 
increased,  and  the  importation  of  foreign  produce  ought  to 
cease.  Many  of  the  farmers  of  this  district  have  shown  com- 
mendable enterprise  in  the  improvement  of  stock.  Valuable 
animals  have  been  imported  for  breeding  purposes,  and  at 
the  last  exhibition  held  in  this  city  the  display  of  thorough- 
bred stock  was  quite  remarkable  and  elicited  many  expres- 
sions of  surprise  and  admiration.  A  great  deal  of  attention 
has  also  been  directed  to  fruit  growing,  for  which  this  country 
is  in  some  respects  wonderfully  adapted.  The  fruit  crop  last 
year,  however,  was  short,  but  when  the  young  orchards  set 
out  a  few  years  ago  come  into  full  bearing  this  district  will 
yield  a  very  large  surplus  fruit  crop. 

There  is  no  industry  in  the  province  which  has  shown 
such  remarkable  development  during  the  year  as  mining,  and 
nothing  else  has  advertised  the  province  so  conspicuously 
throughout  the  world.  The  mining  receipts  in  the  province 
for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1895,  amounted  to  $72,837, 
and  for  the  year  ending  30th  June  last,  $131,591,  an  increase 
in  one  year  of  $58,754.  Moreover,  during  the  last  half  of 
1896  the  mining  receipts  have  been  $111,023,  so  that  it  would 
be  safe  to  predict  that  the  mining  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  30th  June,  1897,  will  exceed  $225,000.  The  value  of 
gold,  copper,  silver,  and  lead  taken  from  the  mines  in  the 
year  1895  was  $2,824,080,  and  $4,801,205  in  1896,  an  increase 
°f  $'  >977>I25-  The  increase  in  the  product  of  the  mines,  as 
well  as  in  the  mining  receipts,  is  principally  owing  to  the 
activity  of  mining  operations  in  Kootenay.  During  the  latter 
half  of  1896,  however,  there  has  been  great  mining  activity 
in  this  district,  which  has  not  hitherto  been  regarded  as  a 
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mining  district  at  all.  The  number  of  mining  licenses  issued 
in  New  Westminster  District  last  year  was  1,150,  compared 
with  468  in  the  previous  year  and  891  for  all  the  years  pre- 
vious to  1896.  The  number  of  mining  claims  recorded  in 
the  district  in  1896  was  511,  and  175  in  1895.  During  the 
past  year  hundreds  of  prospectors  have  been  exploring  such 
parts  of  the  district  as  might  be  expected  to  contain  mineral, 
and  it  has  been  found  in  some  most  unexpected  localities. 
The  mines  recorded  are  scattered  over  a  wide  territory,  in- 
cluding Harrison  Lake,  Pitt  Lake,  Stave  River,  Nicomen, 
Chilliwack,  Sumas,  Burrard  Inlet,  Howe  Sound,  Jervis  Inlet, 
Malaspina  Inlet,  and  elsewhere.  Very  few  of  these  mines 
have  been  developed,  but  reported  assays  from  many  of  them 
are  most  encouraging.  There  is  every  reason  to  expect  that 
a  great  deal  of  development  will  be  undertaken  during  the 
coming  summer,  and  the  mining  activity  must  necessarily 
stimulate  all  other  branches  of  trade. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that,  notwithstanding  trade  de- 
pression, industrial  development  has  been  going  on  in  this 
city.  Among  the  industrial  establishments  erected  during 
the  year  the  first  in  size  and  importance  is  the  Automatic  Can 
Company's  establishment,  which  is  now  nearly  completed. 
This  comprises  two  separate  buildings,  each  200  x  90  feet, 
and  a  wharf  with  a  frontage  of  240  feet  on  Fraser  River. 
This  factory  is  being  fully  equipped  with  the  very  latest 
machinery  for  automatic  can  making,  and  the  cost  of  build- 
ings and  equipment  has  been  $80,000.  It  has  a  capacity  of 
150,000  cans  in  a  day  of  10  hours,  and  is  expected  to  give 
employment  to  about  100  persons.  The  tin  plate  will  be  im- 
ported by  vessel,  and  the  factory  will  be  able  to  furnish  all 
the  cans  required  for  the  salmon  pack  of  British  Columbia, 
which,  last  year,  amounted  to  29,853,056  cans.  The  factory 
begins  operations  about  the  1st  of  March  with  orders  now  on 
hand  sufficient  to  keep  it  going  at  least  6  months. 

The  Vulcan  Iron  Works  Company,  which  has  taken  over 
the  Reid  &  Currie  Iron  Works,  lias  erected  a  very  commo- 
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dious  and  well-appointed  building  between  Columbia  and 
Front  Streets,  66  x  117  feet.  This  is  being  fitted  up  with  the 
most  approved  machinery  and  appliances  as  a  foundry,  ma- 
chine shop,  carriage  works,  and  boiler  repair  shop,  at  a  cost 
of  $32,000.  The  arrangement  of  this  concern  has  been  made 
with  a  view  to  economy  in  operation,  and  a  system  of  com- 
pressed air  at  no  lbs  to  the  square  inch  has  been  introduced. 
The  Vulcan  Iron  Works  is  expected  to  be  ready  for  opera- 
tion early  in  March,  and  it  is  believed  that  New  Westminster 
will  then  possess  one  of  the  best-equipped  machine  shops  in 
the  province. 

In  addition  to  the  large  cannery  erected  last  year  within 
the  city  limits  by  Mr.  Lam  Tung,  3  new  canneries  are  about 
to  be  erected  on  Front  Street.  The  largest  of  these  is  the 
Cleave  Cold  Storage  Company's  cannery,  with  a  capacity  of 
25,000  cases.  This  cannery  will  be  240  x  68  feet,  and  will 
cost,  with  wharves  and  machinery,  $16,000.  The  Sinclair 
Canning  Company's  building  will  be  198  x  55  feet,  with  a 
capacity  of  12,000  to  15,000  cases,  and  will  cost  about 
$10,000.  The  Ontario  Packing  Company's  cannery  will  be 
180  x  40  feet,  with  a  capacity  of  16,000  cases,  and  will  cost 
over  $4,000.  This  cannery  is  being  erected  by  Messrs.  Bren- 
nan  Bros.  &  Co.  F.  Boutilier  &  Co.  are  increasing  the  ca- 
pacity of  their  cannery  to  16,000  cases  at  a  cost  of  $3,000. 
The  Lam  Tung  cannery  is  being  enlarged,  and  when  com- 
pleted it  will  be  190  x  64  feet,  with  a  wing  50  x  50  feet,  hav- 
ing a  capacity  of  20,000  cases,  and  the  cost  will  be  $10,000. 
These  figures  are  for  canneries,  wharves  and  machinery,  and 
do  not  in  any  case  include  boats  and  nets.  During  the  year 
a  very  complete  brewery  has  been  erected  at  Sapperton  by 
Mr.  Nels  Nelson  at  a  cost  of  $10,000.  From  the  foregoing 
figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the  sum  of  $165,000  has  been  ex- 
pended in  this  city  during  the  year  in  industrial  establish- 
ments. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  new  armory  and  drill 
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hall  has  been  completed  within  the  year  and  is  now  occupied 
by  the  local  artillery.  The  building  is  very  substantial,  60  x 
150  feet.  The  new  market  building  has  also  been  completed 
and  occupied.  Its  dimensions  are  80  x  156  feet,  and  its  cost 
has  been  about  $6,700.  The  market  of  this  city  is  admitted 
to  be  by  far  the  best  in  the  province,  and  its  efficiency  is  con- 
stantly increasing.  The  commission  sales  last  year  amounted 
to  $12,704,  against  $1 1,308  for  1895.  The  market  clerk  has 
no  means  of  ascertaining  definitely  the  amount  of  sales  made 
on  the  market  by  the  farmers  directly,  but  he  is  of  opinion 
that  these  sales  last  year  were  at  least  25  per  cent,  in  excess 
of  those  of  1895. 

D.  ROBSON, 
February  17,  1897.  Secretary. 


APPENDICES. 


Memorandum  Presented  to  the  Minister  of  Public  Works. 


Hon.  J.  Israel  Tarte,  Minister  of  Pubeic  Works. 

Sir, — The  Board  of  Trade  is  glad  to  avail  itself  of  this  opportunity 
of  laying  before  you  some  of  the  matters  which  it  deems  to  be  most 
deserving  of  consideration  by  yourself  and  your  Government. 

One  of  the  most  important  of  these  matters  is  the  improvement 
of  the  channel  of  Fraser  River.  It  is  now  more  than  13  years  since 
this  Board  first  began  calling  the  Government's  attention  to  the  wants 
of  this  river,  and  during  these  13  years  it  has  been  almost  constantly 
pressing  upon  the  Government  the  urgent  necessity  of  so  improving 
the  channel  as  to  enable  sea-going  vessels  of  all  sizes  to  reach  this 
city.  The  Governments  of  late  years  have  finally  admitted  the  claims 
of  the  river  and  have  expended  small  sums  of  money  from  year  to 
year  with  the  avowed  object  of  deepening  the  channel.  Whether 
these  sums  have  been  wisely  expended  or  not  may  be  an  open  ques- 
tion, but  it  is  a  fact  that  the  conditiou  of  the  river  to-day  is  far  from 
satisfactory,  and  that  the  annual  sums  heretofore  expended  on  the 
work  are  quite  insufficient  to  secure  its  completion  within  reasonable 
time. 

The  resources  of  the  District  of  Westminster  are  both  large  and 
important,  but  the  development  of  these  resources,  as  well  as  the 
general  carrying  trade,  have  been  greatly  hindered  by  the  unsatis- 
factory condition  of  the  river  channel.  The  export  lumber  trade  has 
been  suffering  from  commercial  depression,  and  prices  are  so  low  that 
the  trade  can  be  successfully  carried  on  only  by  taking  advantage  of 
the  most  economical  methods.  The  saw  mills  on  Puget  Sound  are 
the  principal  competitors  in  the  lumber  export  trade,  and  they  have 
several  material  advantages.  Towage  and  pilotage  to  Fraser  River 
mills  on  the  class  of  vessels  that  may  safely  come  to  this  port  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  channel  is  from  30  to  50  cents  per  1,000  feet 
more  than  to  Puget  Sound  mills.  The  difference  in  the  price  of  pro- 
vision and  horse  feed  is  another  considerable  item  against  us.  Lum- 
ber can  be  produced  on  Puget  Sound,  therefore,  at  less  cost  than  in 
British  Columbia,  and  our  mills  cannot  compete  successfully  unless 
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they  are  able  to  avail  themselves  of  the  lowest  rates  of  freight.  This 
can  be  done  only  by  employing  vessels  of  large  tonnage.  The  foreign 
lumber  trade  is  now  going  into  vessels  with  a  carrying  capacity  of 
from  1,000,000  to  2,500,000  feet,  and  such  vessels  are  able  to  carry 
lumber  at  a  rate  from  $1.00  to  $2.25  per  1,000  feet  less  than  small 
vessels.  But  the  large  vessels,  when  loaded,  draw  from  22  to  26  feet 
and  cannot  reach  this  city  at  all  in  the  present  state  of  the  channel, 
and  our  mills  are  forced  to  employ  small  vessels  and  pay  the  extra 
rates.  During  the  year  1895,  16  vessels  were  loaded  with  lumber  at 
one  of  the  mills  in  this  city,  taking  8,301,855  feet;  and  over  3,000,000 
additional  was  lightered  in  scows  to  Burrard  Inlet,  there  to  be  loaded 
on  ships  for  the  foreign  market.  Very  little  profit,  if  any,  was  made 
by  the  mills  on  these  shipments,  and  the  wages  of  mill  hands  have 
been  cut  down  about  50  per  cent,  so  as  to  enable  the  mills  to  engage 
in  this  trade  without  actual  loss.  Several  vessels  have  also  taken 
cargoes  of  salmon  from  the  river,  but  under  adverse  circumstances 
and  at  extra  cost  to  the  shippers. 

The  channel  of  the  river  will  not  conveniently  admit  vessels  draw- 
ing over  20  or  21  feet.  The  nature  of  the  bottom  is  such  that  it  could 
be  dredged  to,  say,  26  feet  at  a  comparatively  small  cost.  Small  bars 
are  apt  to  form  from  time  to  time,  and  the  Board  has  frequently  sug- 
gested to  the  Government  that  a  dredger  ought  to  be  provided  to 
remove  these  bars  when  necessary  and  keep  the  channel  dredged.  It 
has  happened  more  than  once  that  such  a  bar  has  formed  while  a 
vessel  was  loading,  and  after  being  loaded  she  was  unable  to  get  out 
of  the  river.  Such  occurrences  make  it  very  difficult  to  secure  charters 
for  this  port,  and  place  the  whole  trade  of  this  city  and  district  at  a 
disadvantage.  The  Board  feels  that  in  the  past  this  river  has  not  re- 
ceived the  attention  to  which  it  is  entitled  as  the  most  important 
river  in  British  Columbia.  It  is  of  opinion  that  the  requests  that 
have  already  been  made  are  not  unreasonable,  and  it  now  respectfully 
renews  its  application  to  your  Government  and  looks  to  you  for  that 
consideration  and  justice  which  it  ought  to  receive. 

The  conservation  of  the  river  above  this  city  is,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  Board,  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance,  involving  the  interests 
both  of  agriculture  and  navigation.  This  matter,  however,  has 
already  been  laid  before  you  by  the  delegation  at  Ottawa,  and  the 
Board  feels  sure  it  will  receive  your  favorable  consideration. 

The  Board  desires  also  to  call  attention  to  the  question  of  a  com- 
bined railway  and  traffic  bridge  over  Fraser  River  at  this  city.  For 
a  number  of  years  negotiations  to  this  end  have  been  carried  on.  but 
the  great  cost  of  the  proposed  work  has  hitherto  stood  in  the  way  of 
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its  accomplishment.  The  cost  is  estimated  at  from  $325,000  to  $400,- 
000,  which  is  an  obligation  obviously  too  great  to  be  assumed  by  this 
city.  The  proposed  bridge  is  not  a  local  work.  It  is  the  link  neces- 
sary to  unite  the  two  parts  of  the  great  and  fertile  valley  separated 
by  Fraser  River.  There  is  no  traffic  bridge,  and  only  one  railway 
bridge,  spanning  the  lower  Fraser  between  the  Straits  of  Georgia  and 
Yale,  a  distance  of  over  100  miles.  The  farmers  and  other  residents 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  where  the  largest  area  of  agricultural 
land  lies,  are  thus  cut  off  from  easy  access  to  the  markets  of  New 
Westminster  and  Vancouver.  One  of  the  great  transcontinental  rail- 
ways has  its  western  terminus  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  opposite 
this  city,  and  is  unable  to  cross.  The  new  railway  line  projected  from 
Kootenay  to  the  coast  (which  the  Board  hopes  will  receive  favorable 
consideration  from  your  Government)  proposes  also  to  cross  the 
Fraser  at  this  point.  The  Provincial  Government  has  already  recog- 
nized the  proposed  bridge  as  a  public  work  of  more  than  local  inter- 
est by  granting  a  subsidy  of  $126,000.  Notwithstanding  this  grant  it 
seems  at  present  extremely  doubtful  whether  the  work  can  be  under- 
taken without  further  substantial  aid,  and  the  Board  respectfully 
recommends  the  proposed  bridge  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
your  Government. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 

D.  ROBSON, 

New  Westminster,  Nov.  11,  1896.  Secretary, 


Memorandum  from  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  City  of  New 
Westminster  for  the  Honorable  the  Minister 
of  Marine  and  Fisheries. 


The  Board  desires  to  express  its  satisfaction  at  being  able  to  meet 
you  here  and  confer  with  you  on  such  matters  as  seem  to  be  of  public 
importance.  The  great  distance  between  this  city  and  the  capital  of 
Canada  is  a  serious  obstacle  to  free  intercourse  and  has  sometimes 
prevented  the  people  of  this  district  from  securing  the  consideration 
to  which  they  believed  themselves  entitled.  The  Board  is  of  opinion 
that  this  province  is  second  to  none  of  the  provinces  of  the  Dominion 
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in  the  extent  and  variety  and  richness  of  its  resources,  and  it  needs 
only  capital  and  population  to  insure  its  rapid  and  permanent  advance- 
ment ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  visit  of  yourself  and  your  colleagues 
may  so  impress  you  with  the  needs  and  possibilities  of  this  new 
country  that  it  may  receive  a  larger  share  of  public  attention. 

One  of  the  greatest  sources  of  wealth  in  this  district  is  the  salmon 
fishery.  The  regulations  which  govern  salmon  fishing  on  Fraser 
River  have  occupied  a  large  share  of  the  Board's  attention  for  many 
years.  These  regulations  have  often  been  most  unsatisfactory,  but 
they  have  lately  been  considerably  modified  and  much  improved. 
The  regulations  governing  sturgeon  fishing  have  never  been  satis- 
factory and  have  always  been  such  as  to  prevent  the  taking  of  sturgeon 
in  large  quantities.  The  sturgeon  of  Fraser  River  are  of  superior 
quality  and  ought  to  be  a  source  of  considerable  wealth  to  the  country, 
but  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  department  have  prevented  the 
development  of  this  industry. 

The  Board  does  not  propose  to  enter  into  particulars  respecting 
the  objectionable  features  of  the  fishery  regulations.  It  has  already 
repeatedly  recommended  the  appointment  of  local  fishery  commis- 
sioners for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  reliable  information  and  making 
intelligent  suggestions  respecting  these  matters,  and  it  now  reaffirms 
its  belief  that  such  a  course  ought  to  be  adopted.  Experience  has 
shown  clearly  that  there  are  local  conditions  peculiar  to  our  fisheries, 
and  that  a  knowledge  of  these  can  be  gained  only  by  continuous 
critical  observation  on  the  ground.  If  competent  men  were  appointed 
to  gather  information  from  every  available  source  and  have  it  sifted 
by  thorough  local  discussion  and  investigation,  your  department 
would  be  relieved  from  the  confusion  of  many  conflicting  recommend- 
ations and  the  way  would  be  opened  up  for  a  better  understanding  of 
the  measures  required  for  the  protection  and  development  of  the 
fisheries  of  this  country. 

It  has  been  announced  that  the  Board  of  International  Commis- 
sioners has  agreed  upon  a  report  to  the  Governments  of  Canada  and 
the  United  States.  Without  presuming  to  anticipate  this  report,  this 
Board  begs  to  express  the  hope  that  your  Government  will  see  that 
the  interests  of  the  fishing  industry  on  Fraser  River  are  fully  pro- 
tected in  any  agreement  that  may  be  arrived  at  so  that  our  fishermen 
may  be  placed  on  a  footing  as  favorable,  at  least,  as  those  who  pursue 
the  same  industry  on  the  American  side,  and  that  mutual  regulations 
may  be  adopted  for  the  protection  of  our  salmon  supply. 

The  Board  is  glad  to  learn  that  additional  hatcheries  are  to  be 
erected  in  the  province.    By  the  aid  of  these  and  a  more  systematic 


and  thorough  effort  to  gain  information  respecting  the  primary  or 
natural  conditions  attending  the  recuperative  power  of  our  salmon 
fisheries,  there  is  reason  to  look  for  increased  and  permanent  pros- 
perity for  this  important  industry. 

The  Board  desires  to  call  your  attention  to  the  importance  of 
having  the  channel  or  the  North  Arm  of  Fraser  River  more  efficiently 
marked  out.  This  channel  is  very  much  used  by  vessels  of  light 
draft  and  by  tugs  towing  scows  and  booms.  There  were  at  least  n 
steamers  plying  there  last  summer.  The  channel  has  been  marked 
hitherto  by  piles  driven  in  the  river.  When  these  remain  in  place 
they  are  a  serious  obstruction  to  navigation,  especially  to  rafts,  and 
are  very  destructive  to  salmon  nets  during  the  fishing  season.  They 
frequently  work  out  of  the  ground  and  disappear,  leaving  the  channel 
unmarked,  and  the  cost  of  replacing  a  single  pile  is  considerable. 
The  Board  is  advised,  by  those  whose  opinion  should  be  regarded  in 
such  matters,  that  this  channel  should  be  marked  by  spar  buoys  so 
arranged  that  nets  and  rafts  could  pass  over  them  without  injury  to 
either.  Canoe  Pass,  another  branch  of  the  Fraser,  is  much  used  by 
small  vessels  and  ought  to  be  marked  by  proper  buoys. 

The  Board  also  recommends  that  a  second  light  be  placed  at  the 
entrance  to  the  main  channel  of  Fraser  River.  The  present  light- 
house is  about  two  miles  from  the  ship  channel,  and  it  is  of  very  little 
assistance  to  vessels  attempting  to  enter  the  river  at  night.  If  a 
colored  light  were  placed  at  or  near  Garry  Bush  pilots  would  be  able 
to  take  correct  bearings  by  the  two  lights,  and  such  a  light  would  also 
be  of  great  service  to  the  fishermen  who,  in  large  numbers,  fish  on  the 
saudheads  during  the  night.  With  only  one  light,  as  at  present  situ- 
ated, vessels  are  unable  to  enter  the  river  at  all  after  daylight.  The 
Board  recommends  also  that  some  lights  be  provided  for  the  coast 
north  of  Burrard  Inlet.  There  are  at  present  no  lights  north  of  Point 
Atkinson,  while  the  traffic  of  that  region  is  rapidly  increasing  on 
account  of  the  fishing,  lumbering,  and  mining  developments. 

The  Board  would  be  exceedingly  glad  if  you  could  find  it  con- 
venient to  visit  Fraser  River  during  the  summer  season,  when  salmon 
fishing  and  canning  are  in  full  blast.  You  would  then  be  better  able 
to  realize,  by  personal  observation,  the  magnitude  and  importance  of 
the  fishing  industry. 

The  Board  hopes  your  present  visit  will  be  one  of  great  pleasure 
and  satisfaction  to  yourself,  and  that  the  recommendations  it  has 
ventured  to  lay  before  you  may  not  seem  unreasonable  or  unworthy 
of  your  serious  consideration. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 

D.  ROBSON, 

New  Westminster,  Dec.  15,  1896.  Secretary. 
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Memorandum  from  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  City  of  New 
Westminster  for  the  Honorable  the  Minister 
of  Railways  and  Canals. 


The  Board  has  great  pleasure  in  meeting  you  here,  and  calling 
your  attention  personally  to  certain  matters  which  it  deems  to  be  of 
the  greatest  importance  to  this  section  of  the  province. 

It  is  always  a  satisfaction  to  the  Board  to  meet  Ministers  of  the 
Crown,  especially  when  it  knows  they  have  come  for  the  purpose  of 
gaining  information  and  acquainting  themselves  with  the  wants  of 
the  different  sections  of  the  province. 

The  Board  wishes  first  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  proposed 
railway  from  the  coast  to  the  great  mining  region  of  the  Kootenay 
district.  As  you  have  just  personally  visited  that  part  of  the  province, 
it  will  be  unnecessary  for  the  Board  to  say  anything  in  respect  to  the 
extent  and  richness  of  its  mineral  resources,  its  marvellous  develop- 
ment, and  its  future  possibilities.  There  seems  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  the  population  of  that  district  will  continue  to  increase  with 
great  rapidity,  and  that  it  will,  in  the  near  future,  become  one  of  the 
largest  consuming  centres  in  the  province.  The  large  business  inter- 
ests and  population  of  that  district  make  it  important  that  every 
reasonable  facility  for  direct  and  cheap  transportation  should  be  pro- 
vided between  Kootenay  and  the  commercial  centres  of  Canada. 

The  Board  understands  that  it  is  the  intention  of  your  Govern- 
ment to  give  substantial  assistance  to  a  railway  from  the  east,  through 
the  Crow's  Nest  Pass,  into  the  Kootenay  district,  thus  giving  that 
part  of  Canada  lying  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  ready  access,  by  a 
direct  route,  to  the  markets  of  this  great  mining  region.  While  offer- 
ing no  objection  whatever  to  that  proposal,  the  Board  wishes  to  im- 
press upon  you  the  necessity  of  providing  direct  railway  connection, 
as  well,  between  the  Pacific  Coast  and  the  Kootenay  mines. 

The  present  facilities  for  transportation  between  the  coast  and 
Kootenay  are- conspicuously  insufficient.  The  existing  railway  line 
is  not  direct  nor  continuous,  having  been  constructed  before  the  dis- 
covery and  development  of  the  Kootenay  mines.  The  distance  be- 
tween the  coast  and  Rossland,  via  the  C.  P.  R.,  is  about  525  miles,  and 
a  railway  from  the  coast  to  Rossland,  via  Hope  and  Similkameeu, 
would  shorten  the  distauce  by  about  200  miles. 
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*the  effect  of  such  a  railway  would  be  not  only  to  shorten  the 
distance,  but  materially  to  reduce  rates,  which  are,  by  the  present 
loug  route,  necessarily  excessive,  aud  practically  prohibitory  on  many 
classes  of  freight. 

The  proposed  railway  would  also  pass  through  a  region  known  to 
be  rich  in  minerals,  which  have  hitherto  remained  undeveloped  be- 
cause of  the  utter  lack  of  the  means  of  transportation.  The  con- 
struction of  this  road  would  open  up  these  unoccupied  areas,  and 
add  vastly  to  the  trade  of  the  province  and  the  value  of  its  commercial 
products. 

The  people  of  the  western  portion  of  British  Columbia  feel  that 
they  are  justly  entitled  to  share  in  the  advantages  of  the  business  of 
Kootenay,  which  is  a  part  of  their  own  province.  If  the  Crow's  Nest 
railway  scheme  should  be  carried  out,  and  no  direct  railway  built 
from  the  coast,  this  part  of  the  province  would  be  practically  shut 
out  from  the  trade  of  Kootenay,  which  would  be  thrown  into  the 
hands  of  persons  outside  of  this  province.  This,  we  feel,  would  be  a 
gross  injustice  to  our  people,  which,  we  are  sure,  your  Government 
would  not  for  a  moment  countenance. 

At  least  three-fourths  of  the  Dominion  revenue  derived  from  this 
province  comes  from  the  people  of  the  cities  and  districts  of  the  coast. 
As  these  revenues  would  be  used  in  part  for  the  payment  of  any  sub- 
sidy that  might  be  given  to  the  Crow's  Nest  railway,  it  follows  that, 
if  the  Crow's  Nest  railway  is  subsidized  and  the  coast  railway  is  not, 
the  people  of  the  coast  would  be  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  a  road  that 
would  practically  shut  them  out  of  one  of  their  own  markets. 

The  Board  desires  to  impress  most  strongly  upon  you  and  your 
Government  the  fact  that  this  railway  is  demanded  by  all  the  business 
and  producing  communities  of  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  the  Board  feels 
it  would  be  most  unfair  for  your  Government  to  assist  the  Crow's  Nest 
railway,  unless  equal  assistance  be  granted  to  the  proposed  direct  line 
from  the  coast. 

The  Board  wishes  also  to  ask  you  to  consider  favorably  the  claims 
of  the  proposed  bridge  over  Fraser  River  at  this  city.  For  a  number 
of  years,  it  has  been  felt  by  the  people  of  this  district  that  a  com- 
bined railway  and  traffic  bridge  ought  to  be  constructed  here,  so  as 
to  enable  railway  and  other  traffic  to  cross  the  river.  The  lower 
Fraser  valley  is  the  finest  agricultural  district  in  the  province,  and 
the  natural  markets  for  its  produce  are  the  cities  of  New  Westminster 
and  Vancouver.  The  largest  and  richest  part  of  the  agricnltural 
lands  of  this  valley  lies  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  it  is  in  the 
public  interest  that  the  product  of  these  lands  should  have  easy  ac- 


cess  to  the  markets.  This  can  be  given  only  by  a  bridge,  and  the 
most  suitable  point  for  such  a  bridge  is  at  this  city,  towards  which 
the  main  highways  of  the  district  converge.  There  is  no  traffic  bridge 
across  the  Fraser  between  the  Straits  of  Georgia  and  Vale,  a  distance 
of  100  miles.  The  Great  Northern  Railway  has  its  western  terminus 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  opposite  this  city,  but  it  cannot  cross, 
in  the  absence  of  a  bridge.  The  Provincial  Government  has  recog- 
nized the  importance  of  the  proposed  bridge  as  a  public  work  by  ap- 
propriating as  a  subsidy  $126,000  towards  its  construction.  The  City 
of  New  Westminster  has  expressed  its  willingness  to  undertake  a  fair 
share  of  the  obligation,  but  the  cost  is  too  great  for  the  resources  of 
so  small  a  community.  The  Government  of  Canada  has  been  asked 
to  give  assistance,  and  it  is  understood  that  the  request  met  with  fav- 
orable consideration  by  the  late  Government.  Plans  and  estimates 
have  been  prepared  and  approved  by  the  best  engineers,  and  bids 
have  already  been  received.  The  lack  of  resources  alone  has  pre- 
vented the  construction  of  the  work.  A  subsidy  of,  say,  $50,000  from 
your  Government,  added  to  the  provincial  subsidy,  would  furnish 
nearly  one-half  the  required  sum,  and,  with  this  assistance,  the  Board 
has  no  doubt  the  scheme  can  be  carried  out.  A  combined  railway  and 
traffic  bridge  here,  available  for  all  railways  seeking  to  cross  the  lower 
Fraser,  on  fair  terms,  would,  in  the  opionion  of  the  Board,  be  of  very 
great  importance  to  the  trade  and  development  of  this  part  of  the 
province. 

Your  attention  is  asked,  also,  to  the  claims  of  the  Fraser  River 
and  Mud  Bay  canal  scheme.  The  distance  from  Mud  Bay  to  this  city 
by  the  present  water  route  is  between  thirty  and  forty  miles.  A  canal 
six  miles  in  length  would  shorten  the  distance  to  about  eight  miles. 
The  route  of  the  proposed  canal  lies  entirely  through  delta  lands,  and 
the  cost  would  be  trifling  in  comparison  with  the  advantages  to  be 
gained.  The  Board  hopes  this  canal  may  receive  your  favorable 
consideration. 

The  Board  desires  to  express  the  hope  that  your  visit  may  so  im- 
press you  with  the  vast  extent  and  richness  of  the  undeveloped  re- 
sources of  this  great  province  that  it  may  hereafter  receive  a  larger 
share  than  it  has  hitherto  of  attention  and  practical  assistance  from 
the  Canadian  Government.  None  of  the  provinces  of  the  Dominion 
can  boast  of  greater  'undeveloped  wealth,  which  needs  only  capital 
and  population  so  that  it  may  come  into  the  markets  of  the  world. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 

D.  ROBSON, 

New  Westminster,  Dec.  22,  1896.  SECRETARY. 
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NEW  WESTMINSTER  CITY  STATISTICS. 

1894     1895  1896 


Population,  as  per  municipal  census   5,53!  5»7°5 

Average  daily  school  attendance                          598  667  690 

Electric  light,  number  of  lights  (16  c.  p.)   3,286  4,841 

revenue  :   $24,079  $27,535 

Water,  number  of  services   1,014  1,055 

"      revenue   $17,720  $18,216 


Note. — The  electric  light  and  waterworks  are  both  owned  and 
operated  by  the  city. 


CITY  CUSTOMS  RETURNS. 

1895  1896 


Imports,  dutiable  $529,757  $300,175 

"       free                                                           224,638  211,686 

Duty  collected  :                                   154,188  90,450 

Other  revenues                                                              1,829  1,861 

Total  collections                                                       156,017  92,311 

Note. — The  decrease  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  returns  for 
Kootenay  were  credited  to  this  port  during  a  part  of  1895,  but  Nelson 
has  been  made  a  separate  port  of  entry. 


THE  FISHERIES. 

1895  1896 

Fraser  River — Cases  salmon  packed  ...432,920  375,345 

Coast  Canneries —       "          "  188,894  246,790 

Total  salmon  pack  for  B.  C    621,814  622,135 

Number  canneries  on  Fraser  River                                 30  35 

Fraser  River  sturgeon  (lbs  )     355, 5°° 

Value  of  salmon  fresh  and  salted  (approximate)   $12,000 

Total  value  of  fish  for  commerce   $3,682,906 

Value  of  seals  taken  (approximate^   $501,093 

Number  of  fishing  boats  on  the  Fraser   2,625 

Value  of  fishing  boats   $124,000 

Value  of  steamers  engaged  in  fishing   $183,300 

Value  of  canneries,  including  outfit   $700,000 

Number  persons  employed  in  connection  therewith  9,607 

Number  of  fishing  licenses  issued                               2,568  3.503 
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THE  CITY  MILLS. 

1895  1896 

Roy  a  1,  City  Mills — 

Lumber   14,000,000  12,500,000 

Salmon  boxes                                                    175,000  141,000 

Brunette;  Mills — 

Lumber  11,295,112  11,236,693 

Salmon  boxes                                                  107,000  123,000 

Pacific  Coast  Mills— 

Cedar  lumber                                               3,000,000  2,500,000 

Shingles  15,000,000  13,500,000 

Brackman  &  Ker's  Mill — 

Chopped  feed  (tons)   376 

Rolled  oats   112 

Oatmeal   18 

Rolled  wheat   4 

Total  (tons)                                                          442  510 


MINING  STATISTICS. 


1894 

i895 

1896 

Value  of  gold  produced  in  province.... 

$  530,530 

$1,266,954 

$1,788,206 

silver 

470,219 

977,229 

2,100,689 

lead 

169,875 

532,255 

721,384 

"      copper         "  " 

16,234 

47,642 

190,926 

Total  value  of  the  four  metals  

1,186,858 

2,824,080 

4,801,205 

Value  of  coal  

3,038,859 

2,818,962 

2,327,145 

"  coke  

2,260 

3,o75 

10,000 

15,000 

Total  product  of  the  mines  

4,225,717 

5,655,302 

7,146,425 

Mining  receipts  (fees),  yr.  end'g  June 

72,837 

I3i,59i 

M            "       6  mos.    "  Dec. 

111,023 

I 


